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adthough unlike Ngpoleon,you may not want to leavey
abundanced churchesand chapds
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visited
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n
have left

favourable impressions, the
latter ha evoted much of
his 10-mon e:d.l;&o
reorganising agriculture,
transport andaglade in his
pocket kingdom.

His residence in the Villa
dei Mulini has been
preserved for those interested
in musty mementoes of
imperial adventures, but
personally I found the sea
views from the gardens more
inspiring. Above the villa
there is a less martial svmbol

of glories, a granite

g a
One fie independent

village tharﬁllynned its back on

I'Empereur, and every other
t

for and
m that happened

al is Capoliveri, perched
hiéh.n&above the sea in the east
of the island. Its ancient
iazzas and narrow streets
since fallen to the crafts
and cappuccino brigade, who
have brought a lively mix of
art and pavement cafes tn a

villagethat lookslike afilm
set for Romeo and Juliet.
Thereare invariably afew
star-crossed loversstrolling
handin hand, alonlg with
clists on wobbly legs after
e longclimb up, oldladies

hanging washing out of
m, and little boysin
Juventus football shirts
practising for the day they

play for Itdy.

It ves inasmall beach
resort down a switchback
road from Capoliveri that we
encounteredmodermItaly in
all its brash, gaudy,
élan, at an assembly o the
7thannual Elbainternational
motor scooter raly. A swarm
d classic, chrome-

oonceivdaledool our Wask
spilling out o acar parkina
noisy cavalcade of rarl)sp ng
enginesand voicesenveloped
inacloud o f unes. We
watched them snarling up the
steep, winding road like a
procession of asthmaticlavn
mowers, and thanks that
we were NOt driving
nearthem
erearenomed drivers
onthewey from thevillage of
MamanaM iana to Madonga_

onte, & sanctuary dating
from the13th century,
because itisafootpathrisrg
througha naturer eser ve.
Thsisthevay tosee Elba~
d aleisurely pacethrough
forests, withvistas of sea and
mountains all ar ound, and
thesun onyour back.

In the church there is an
ileromptu shring, a
collection of crudfixes,
charms, braceletsand a
child’s plastic sandal fixed to
awall with scrawlea’ pleasfor
divineprotection. Take avay
§ thefamily snapsamong
<them, andit could be ascene
= from theMiddleAges.

& Outside, wefollowed
ﬁanother pathfor afew yards,
¢ foundagrassy spot among
boulderswith svesghing views
o thecoast, and settled down
to a pienic d fresh prosciutto
and local cheese sandwiches,
Thear was warmand still,
suffused with the buzzi ng of
insectsand thesound d &
chur ch bell talling far below.
It was as if we had stepped
back intime, and the builders
adonna del Montewere

taking aday off.

'Another imaged the past
isFolgare, awooden saili
ship tha t the first car
toElbain . Refurbished
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asagdf-rigged ketch, she

availablefor sailingand

divingtripsfor up to nine

Passengers who see Elba:
irstappeared to generatio:
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With her oak hull and
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headlands, and quiet coves
wherethree people constit
acrowd. Her captain, Carlo
Cavallo, is unquestionably
theman for the job. "'l love
thesea, thewind, and
ﬁ'eelt_lfom,’l’_Lfﬁéays "Thisis
ife" nan.
rTB//\s aweekendsailor, | an
dlowed totakethehelm
when thewind freshens~=
our way home,and Fol ~ *
comesdiveand ridest. -
waveslike a thoroughbred.
| imaginewe haveleft the
noise and bustled the2ist
century far behind.

AR Y S i
theltalian Air Force, which
roars low off our starboard

and wiggles its wings in
salute, It was an incident that
could have come from ale

Carré nove. Perhapsoneday

it will.

Gavin Bel

How {0 get there Ryanair (0871246
0000, www.ryanair.com) flies to Pis
from iitanstgx.a ElbaFly (3mw.elbafly.it)
flies from Pisato Elba from £86 return.
Pisa is about 75 minutes' drive from a
ferryport at Piambino, where Moby
Lines and Toremar (www.moby.it,
www.toremar.it) have apex return
fares for the 50-minutecrossing to
Uba from £18.60 for car and driver.
Getting around A useful site for car
hire on Ubaand other informationis
wwwi.aptelba.it.

Where $o stay | 2 Chiusa 0039 0565
'+933046, www.tenutalachiusa.it) has

two- and four-bed apartments: £100to
i £200 pa week from September.

S Day sails Includinglunch and

scalilg?ﬂvir)l/g on Folgore fr%m E40per

person (00 39 3388366384,

www.gente-di-mare.it).
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